
 

 To be a geographer at St Leonard’s CE Primary School  

At St. Leonard's Primary, a high-quality geography education inspires children to develop curiosity and fascination about the world and 

its people that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. Teaching equips them with knowledge about diverse places, people, re-

sources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. As 

they progress, our children's growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the interaction 

between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge, un-

derstanding and skills provide the framework and approaches that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, inter-

connected and change over time.   

 

  





 

Autumn 1 

All about Me 

• Familiarise children with the 
name of the road, and or village/
town/city the school is located in. 

• Visit to Wigginton – Visit church 

• Look at aerial views of the school 
setting encouraging children to 
comment on what they notice. 

Spring 1 

Colour & Shape 

• Know that there are different 
countries in the world and talk 
about the differences they have 
experienced or seen in photos – 
holidays. 

• Understand some important pro-
cesses and changes in the natural 
world around them, including the 
seasons. 

 

 

Autumn 2 

Festivals 

• Recognise some similarities and 

differences between life in this 

country and life in other coun-

tries. 

Spring 2 

Julia Donaldson 

• Explore the natural world around 

them. 

• Recognise some environments 

that are different to the one in 

which they live. 

Summer 2 

Fun on the Farm 

• Describe what they see, hear and 

feel whilst outside. Encourage fo-

cused observation of the natural 

world. 

Summer 1 

Animals & Pets 

• Describe what they see, hear and 

feel whilst outside. Encourage fo-

cused observation of the natural 

world. 

 

Nursey / Reception A 



 

Autumn 1 

Me and My Community 

• Draw information from a simple 

map – my classroom, my play-

ground 

• Model new vocabulary to de-

scribe the local environment. 

• Discuss routes and locations, us-

ing words like ‘in front of’ and 

‘behind. 

Spring 1 

Light & Dark 

• Understand the effect of changing 
seasons on the natural world 
around them.  Children provided 
with opportunities to note and 
record the weather and observe 
how animals behave differently as 
the seasons change. 

 

 

 

Autumn 2 

Traditional Tales 

• Recognise some similarities and 
differences between life in this 
country and life in other coun-
tries. 

Spring 2 

Growing 

• Begin to understand the 

need to respect and care for 

the natural environment 

and all living things. 

Summer 2 

Holidays 

• Know that there are different 

countries in the work and talk 

about the differences they have 

experienced or seen in photos. 

Summer 1 

Minibeasts  

• Familiarise children with the 
name of the road, and or village/
town/city the school is located in. 

• Visit to Wigginton – Visit church 

• Look at aerial views of the school 
setting encouraging children to 
comment on what they notice. 

• Begin to understand the need to 
respect and care for the natural 
environment and all living things. 

Nursey / Reception B 



 

Autumn 1 

What is it like to live by the 

coast? 

Name, locate the four countries and capital 
cities of the United Kingdom and its sur-
rounding seas . 

 
Use world maps, atlases and globes to identi-

fy the United Kingdom and its countries. 

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer 
to:  
• key physical features, including: beach, 

cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, sea-
son and weather  

• key human features, including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop  

Spring 1 

Let’s go to China 

Understand geographical similarities and differences 

through studying the human and physical geography 

of a small area of the United Kingdom, and of a small 

area in a contrasting non-European country. 

use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study 

the geography of their school and its grounds and the 

key human and physical features of its surrounding 

environment.  

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

• key physical features, including: beach, cliff, coast, 
forest, hill, mountain, sea, ocean, river, soil, valley, 
vegetation, season and weather  

• key human features, including: city, town, village, 
factory, farm, house, office, port, harbour and 
shop  

Autumn 2 

Brave Nurses 

 

 

 

History Focus 

Spring 2 

Tamworth Castle 

 

▪ use aerial photographs and plan perspec-

tives to recognise landmarks and basic 

human and physical features; devise a 

simple map; and use and construct basic 

symbols in a key  

 

Summer 2 

The Moon Landing 

 

History Focus 

Summer 1 

What is the weather like here in 

the UK? 

• Identify seasonal and daily  weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and 
the location of hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the Equator 
and the North and South Poles.  

Key Stage 1—Year 1/2 A 



 

Autumn 1 

What makes our world  

wonderful? 

• Name and locate the world’s     
seven continents and five oceans. 

• Use world maps, atlases and globes as 
well as the countries, continents and 
oceans studied at this key stage.  

 

Spring 1 

What is it like to live here?  

A Local Study 

Use simple compass directions (North, South, 
East and West) and locational and directional 
language [for example, near and far; left and 
right], to describe the location of features and 
routes on a map.  

Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives 
to recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features; devise a simple map; and use 
and construct basic symbols in a key.  

use simple fieldwork and observational skills 
to study the geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical fea-
tures of its surrounding environment.  

Use basic geographical vocabulary to refer to:  

• key physical features, including: beach, 
cliff, coast, forest, hill, mountain, sea, 
ocean, river, soil, valley, vegetation, sea-
son and weather  

• key human features, including: city, town, 
village, factory, farm, house, office, port, 
harbour and shop.  

 

Autumn 2 

The Great Fire of London 

 

 

 

History Focus 

Spring 2 

Toys 

 

 

 

History Focus Summer 2 

Travel and transport 

 

History Focus 

Summer 1 

Would you prefer to live in a hot 

or a cold place? 

• Identify seasonal and daily weather 
patterns in the United Kingdom and 
the location of hot and cold areas of 
the world in relation to the Equator 
and the North and South Poles. 

Key Stage 1—Year 1/2 B 



 

Autumn 1 

Romans 

History Focus 

Spring 1 

Why are rainforests important to us? 

Locational Knowledge: 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe and North 

and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key 

physical and human characteristics, countries, and major cities  

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, 

Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of Cancer and 

Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian 

and time zones (including day and night) 

Human and Physical: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, including: 

types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, 

and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals 

and water 

• describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, includ-
ing: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts. 

Geographical skills and field work: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate coun-

tries and describe features studied 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 

physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including 

sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Autumn 2 

Romans 

History Focus 

Spring 2 

What are rivers and how are they used? 

Locational Knowledge: 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 

(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 

human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geo-

graphical regions and their identifying human and physical charac-

teristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some 

of these aspects have changed over time. 

Human and Physical: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, includ-

ing: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including 

trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including ener-

gy, food, minerals and water 

• describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, includ-

ing: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 

volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

Geographical skills and field work: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human 

and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid refer-

ences, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) 

to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

Summer 2 

Stone Age to Iron Age 

 

History Focus 

Summer 1 

Where does our food come from? 

Locational Knowledge: 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 

(including the location of Russia) and North and South 

America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key 

physical and human characteristics, countries, and major 

cities 

Place Knowledge: 

• understand geographical similarities and differences 

through the study of human and physical geography of a 

region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European coun-

try, and a region within North or South America. 

Human and Physical: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, 

including: types of settlement and land use, economic activ-

ity including trade links, and the distribution of natural 

resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

• describe and understand key aspects of: physical geog-
raphy, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation 
belts, rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, 
and the water cycle 

Geographical skills and field work: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to 

locate countries and describe features studied 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the 

human and physical features in the local area using a range 

of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and 

digital technologies. 

Key Stage 2—Year 3/4 A 



Autumn 1—Egyptians  

History Focus 

Spring 1—Vikings and Saxons 

History Focus 

Autumn 2—Who lives in Antarctica ? 

Locational Knowledge: 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 

(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 

human characteristics, countries, and major cities 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equa-

tor, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the Tropics of 

Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/

Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including day and night) 

Human and Physical: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, includ-

ing: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including 

trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including 

energy, food, minerals and water 

• describe and understand key aspects of: physical geogra-

phy, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains, volcanoes and earthquakes, and the 

water cycle 

Geographical skills and field work: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human 

and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid 

references, symbols and key (including the use of Ord-

nance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United 

Kingdom and the wider world 

Spring 2—Vikings and Saxons 

History Focus 

Summer 1—Why do people live near volcanoes? 

Locational Knowledge: 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including 

the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on 

their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 

countries, and major cities 

Place Knowledge: 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study 

of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 

region in a European country, and a region within North or South Ameri-

ca. 

Human and Physical: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, including: 

types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, 

and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals 

and water 

• describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, includ-
ing: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes, and the water cycle 

Geographical skills and field work: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate coun-

tries and describe features studied 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 

physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including 

sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Key Stage 2—Year 3/4 B 

Summer 2 -Local study (Are all settlements the same?) 

Locational Knowledge: 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including 

the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on 

their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, 

countries, and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geograph-

ical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key 

topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), 

and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have 

changed over time. 

Place Knowledge: 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study 

of human and physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a 

region in a European country, and a region within North or South Amer-

ica. 

Human and Physical: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, including: 

types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade 

links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, 

minerals and water 

Geographical skills and field work: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate coun-

tries and describe features studied 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and 

physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including 

sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, 

symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 

their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 



 

Autumn 1: Can I carry out an independent fieldwork enquiry? 

Locational Knowledge: 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteris-

tics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over time 

Human and Physical: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade 

links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water  

Geographical skills and field work: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to 

build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 

including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Spring 1 

Mayan 

 

 

 

History Focus 

Autumn 2: What is life like in the Alps? 

Locational Knowledge 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe 

(including the location of Russia) and North and South America, 

concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and 

human characteristics, countries and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geo-

graphical regions and their identifying human and physical charac-

teristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how 

some of these aspects have changed over time 

Place Knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the 

study of human and physical geography of a region of the United 

Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within 

North or South America 

Human and Physical: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, in-

cluding: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, moun-

tains. 

• describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, in-

cluding: types of settlement and land use, economic activity in-

cluding trade links, and the distribution of natural resources in-

cluding energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and field work: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate 

countries and describe features studied 

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid refer-

ences, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey 

maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the 

wider world 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human 

and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, 

including sketch aps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Spring 2: Would you like to live in the desert? 

Locational Knowledge 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South 

America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries and major 

cities 

• identify the position and significance of latitude, longitude, Equator, Northern Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, the 

Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones (including 

day and night) 

Place Knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of 

the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

Human and Physical: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, 

rivers, mountains. 

• describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activi-

ty including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and field work: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance 

Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

Summer 2 

Greece 

 

History Focus 

Summer 1 

Tudors 

 

History Focus 

Key Stage 2—Year 5/6  A 



 

Autumn 1 

WW2 

History  

Focus 

Spring 1—London—Why does Population change? 

Locational Knowledge 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of 

Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key 

physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 

identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, 

mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and understand how some of these 

aspects have changed over time 

Place Knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and 

physical geography of a region of the United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and 

a region within North or South America 

Human and Physical: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, including: types of settlement 

and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural re-

sources including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and field work: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe 

features studied 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in 

the local area using a range of methods, including sketch aps, plans and graphs, and digital 

technologies. 

Autumn 2—Where does our energy come from? 

Locational Knowledge 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South Ameri-

ca, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical 

characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and under-

stand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

Place Knowledge 

• understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of human and physical geography of a region of the 

United Kingdom, a region in a European country, and a region within North or South America 

Human and Physical: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity 

including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and field work: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied 

• use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Sur-

vey maps) to build their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world 

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of 

methods, including sketch aps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Spring 2 

Victorians 

 

History  

Focus 

Summer 2—Tamworth 

Over Time 

 

Summer 1—Why do Oceans matter? 

Locational Knowledge 

• locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating on their environmental regions, key physical and human characteristics, countries and 

major cities 

• name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use 

patterns; and understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

Human and Physical: 

• describe and understand key aspects of: physical geography, including: climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains. 

• describe and understand key aspects of: human geography, including: types of settlement and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water 

Geographical skills and field work: 

• use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and describe features studied  

• use fieldwork to observe, measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using a range of methods, including sketch aps, plans and graphs, and digital technologies. 

Key Stage 2—Year 5/6  B 


